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POCAHONTAS COUNTY.

2R 4 - Section 2 - Part &

The Shawnees were tne Indians Who caused the

lottlers in the Greenbrier alley the most trouble. There

a time whan a Greenbrier Valley mé&n would not

shoot a Shawnee on sight and they were & most bloody nuisance
when our ancestors were trying to raise a patch of corn on
the rich lands here in the old days. The fact that the
Shawnees were in the east and the west too is due to the

fact that they were split into two tribes. The tribe that
lived east of the mountains in the Tennessee countiry was
forced north by their enemies and they were sometimes after
that found with towns at Winchester, in the Valley of
Virginie and different places in Pennslyvanis. This

eastern tribe in moving tooand from the settlements at

Winchester and eastern Pennsylvania had to traverse West

Virginia. They would have to cross Seneca Trail or Warrior!
r's

Hoed which runs through Pocahontas County, and the milite
Ty
tovn of
of the Iroquois at lMingo Flats, Randolph County, 1 ]
their 14 IR
ne of travel and that is the occasion of the ¢
orrupting

The Seneoas,

the last trib
Q
was the hig to join the Five Nations,

heost type of 1
ndians in thy
8 section or th
e

Shen they joined the Five Nations country,
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department of war and

and kept to themselves the

._-‘\'._ airs. The par

hich is now

t of this country ¥
waoass | They gave WP

ntas County was kept by the Se
That is the

heir military 1life.
at ran through the
her than

palism but oclung to t

that the greatl military road th

Mty seventy miles wgs known &S the Seneca Trail rat

e Iroquois road. This road was probsbly the most remarks

;ve road in imerica at the earliest date that history recordse.

It led from New York to Georgia and was about five hundred
miles long. It passqa through Elkins and turned there to
follow up the fygerts Valley, crossing Over the waters of Elk
River at Mingo, over Elk Xountain at Edray, down Indian Draft
end through Marlinton, winding to the west of Hillsboro, and
coming along Droop Mountain to cross the Greenbrier River neal
‘the county line between Greenbrier and Pocahontas. It was so
important & highway that in the French a ;
o thgai?legheny i nd Inélan waB, the Tirst
soldiers ar Narlin Bottom, now Marlint establish a garrison of
! on, to watch that road,

ther lies
other allies of the French.
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gs made from the antlers

the tar counties with their spad
worked them and

staked thelr claim$,

of deer, elk and moose,
precious nodul

es secured
carried baak to the £1int workers the

seems remarkeple that Indians would

by the axpedition. It

hen they were within tWO

travel two hundred miles for £f1int W

thousand feet of it at home. But this 1s explained by the

ract that it was twWO Shousand feet strelght cown in the grounds
and that they nad to follow the streams on the surface of the
earth until they found & place where it was within digging
distance. To see the £1int pit of Pocahontas, get permission
from Tom Beard, go in the Stamping Creek gateway road, circle
the high grassy knoll and there you are. It is a beautiful
place and the workings are well defined and easily identified.
¥lint was invaluable to the Indians. They had no iron. To get
edged todls that could be used as knives, &s weapons, and &8s -
sugers, it was necessary to get flint, and if he lived far
eway then expeditions had to be made to go after it or it
would have to come to the tribe in the
Indisns were not afflicted with hair onc:zrsé ool
A € race as are tne

3 ey would have presented & hairy

appearsnce. ‘hey not onl
Yy shaved their fac '
es with it but al
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r tomahawks as they &re

the flint to fragments. These &xes O

i ori igneous
often called were made Irom greenstone OT diorite, &n 180

rock Tormed by great heat. The edges were tormed DY grinding

and were very hard.

From all that remains of the former presence of Indians
in our region, they never occupied it as a place of rixed
srmanent habitation, but for temporary resort in late Spring,
Summer, and early sutumn, The existing traces of Indian
occupency all indicate such to have been a fact. At Clover
Lick, Marlinton, and on the 614 Field Fork of Elk are found
most that remains now indicating Indian temporary occup&ancy.
The most interesting trace of the kind in question is found
in a meadow near Gibsons on the 0ld Field Fork of Elk River

melve miles from Marlinton. This meadow was cleared about

1860 by Williem Gibson, and takes the place of one of the
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the rlint to fragments. These axes O
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rook formed by great heat. The edges Were rormed by 8Tri g
and were very hard.

From all that remesins of the tormer presence of Indians

in our region, they never occﬁpied it as a place of rixed
permenent habitation, but for temporary resort in late Spring,
Summer, &and early sutumn, The existing traces of Indian
occupancy all indicate such to have been & fact. At Clover
Lick, Marlinton, and on the 61d Field Fork of Elk are found
most that remains now indicating Indian temporary occupancy.
The most interesting trace of the kind in question is found

in a meadow near Gibsons on the 0ld Field Fork of Elk River
twelve miles from Marlinton, This meadow was cleared about
1660 by William Gibson, and takes the place of one of the

thickest patches of laurel and alder brush that the late William

Gibson had ever worked at in all his life. After it was cleared
e
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. ] at
subsistence in the easiest way was the paramount question
mere

e. and for such a purpose Ino region surpassed this for ok
issue,

o The county eabounded in all kirsds or wild game and the
HaToe p B

stresms were alive with fish. My rathes was a small boy about

=<y vears old at the outbreak oT the Ciwvil War. = iived .

ve old Inn at Travekers Repose 8% the head of the Greenbrier

. I have heard him tell many timegs of going out before

sreakfast and catching a bushel of mou=tain trout.

None of the 110 LUolonial Incdian Forts authorized by

1y~ 1750-1770 - were in Poc&Xontas County. The
for that veing that it was on w“egtern waters. But there

8 Tort called Ft. Greenbrier locatug at Marlinton, with a
garrison or about 200 men about 1754. There were three Indaisn

nontas County; one 8t Jim Gibson's on

«£, One st Mariinton, but I have not been adle to locate the

o,  wat ewhere in Lye LOWer end Oor the County,
od Ow Cup iNg utensils Wwhile on
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e barbacue
les in very much the same way that W
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todaye.
our meats : S
calvin Price, Editor or the Pocahontas >
I\(;r .

i He told me
i jan relies todaye.
' ollection of Ind
snowed me his ©

me 1O say
+ he had about twenty thousand of them but ror me 10
tha
I 1 raweers
1ve thousand He has them packed in barrels, d
sbhout twelv o
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y every imeginable place. And, of course, he has se
&104a

ired of them on display in the Times Office where visitors may
hundr

ihaia

e them llost of these were found around Marlinton but he
S LS. i

41

hes some rrom all over the county. It would pe impossible
for me to catalogue all of them. Some of tThese relics are
very beautiful and show great skill in workmanship. among the

things he has are hundreds of arpow heads, a flint shovel found

neer the Court House in Marlinton, & flint axe round at.

Lobelia, & pipe round at the Hamilton Field Addition to
#erlinton, a greenstone axe found near John McNeels in the
1ittle Levels, To me the most interesting ot all thne reliecs
<% . B8w wes a pipe, not unlike the Pipes today, except it
Qid not heve the long stem. [T look " 1T mi
g stem It looked as ir it might have been
“E8Q 8nd on one side wer i 3ma ] e }
€ were nine small straight ma&rks, three
8 threa o 5 T
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=k
o " L ';. 1§ I iere 85 F
I there was g tWenty inch Pestle
g 4 i thes thia Tn¢ \ ™ o
19 lndlans used to pound out
thels ralnse T 1: .
- . v A% S840t \posainle LO
L Jdasor ) € 2 . 1
A r ; | - Ur'lbe nls L\-‘—lt‘l?tlon
VHES INLters LB t
1 4 | \n el L wWo
. : ] wi LU
Q w! |
’ en o ll:h 1 .
tha - = g ‘ R U 80 to
L T




-8-

s always mos?t kind about showing and explaining about them.

e in some of his writings tor th

e had picked up &s many as fifty

price 1
e W. Va.

The late Andrew Pric
Historiocal society said that h
plowing his garden.
s Road as the Indians called it.

arrow heads while His garden lies along

the Seneca Trail or warrior

MATERIAL FROM:
Articles written by the late Andrew Price, Pres. of the West
Va. Historical Society and published in the West Va. Legis-
}gtive Hand book for 1926 and 1928.

History of Pocahontas Co. by Dr. Wm.ff. Price . S
Withers Chronicles of Border Warfare. _

Information from Calvi i
n Price, Editor
of Pocahontas Ti
mes.
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POCAHONTAS COUNTY.
_———_ﬂ

CHAPTER 4 - Section 1

dence or racts

I have been unable to rind any evi

to show that there were any people in this county previous

to the Indiens. Mr. Douglas McNeill, Principal of the
Narlinton High School, tells me that he has spent a great
deal of time and study on this question and he thinks 1t
quite unlikely tha‘; there were any Mound Builders here
except on hunting expeditions, a&s they were agriculiurists
and this county at that time was not suited to their
pursuits. However, Mr. McNeill says he knows of two

mounds in this county but he could not say for sure whether

they were built by the Mound Builders or the Indians One

of these mounds is on the Kee farm about a mile from

Marlinton, end the other is on his farm about two mile
s
from Buckeye, .They one on his farm he excavated last

uum... r.

as & burial
ground, but they diq find some ancient mon
€Y.

fhis money may have been used by the Moung Build
| il - ars
4t may heve have been Indfian money ¥

This h
been 8ble to find out about i
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miles to the foot of Elk Mountein end across Elk mountain to the head of the

Crooked Fork of Elk river. The valley of Knapps Creek was followed to the junction®

"

with Doutherds Creek fourteen miles to the crossing of the main Alleghany range to

the waters of Jacksons river in Bath county, Virginia. All these are today main

highweys of trevel, end within historicael times ermed bands of merauding Indians from
the Uhio coun

couniry have beeu pursued by the avenging pioneers of the Valley and

’ The otker greet highway for the eboriginies in crossing to the
SBio from whet now constitutes the state of "Jir.s'nia, wes to follow the V‘é:lie}‘;‘:‘ of the
1 h:_-" nenewie rivers, ebout seventy miles to the south.
At Tarlinton there ere numerous evidences of long _Occ‘dpunc:;_ Within a fe?;-
pumares yards of the courthouse there is e mound of considerable dimensions, & 1though
b PEBRE Ouliterated by the plow. Within the memory of persons now living it was
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Fape 3
' / k was ‘ 3 - ) t 18
the mouth of lLocust Ureek wWas visited by th

A srall mound of earth and stone at

g & eleton had bee dj SCOVGI"Ed in this
: riter A few weelts Af0 A short time beforée k - 2 A »
»Ti%ve - Al

: P ] ] ; :tv of Dunmore and
mound but no other relicse There are & few mouﬂaFB in the vicinity ©

Greenbéck in the upper pert of Pocahontas Coun#y- _

There is no evidence that the Indians traveled far into what was a dense forest

vack from the Greenbrier river and its branches and tributeries. .n fact in the

fields that have in late yea}s been cleared and cultivated on the_uplands and higherﬁ
mounteins only rerely are the arrow points discovered, sﬁch as might have begn lost
in the chase, whilé nearly every field on the low lends is thickly strewn with these
evidences of early occupency, and at some of-the Camp sites mentioned thousands of
arrow points and other relics have been worked. One on_the headwaters of Stony Creek,

gnother on Ytemping Creek. In the vicinity of boti.cf these beds there is evindence

L4
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0

m
1

th

ites, and stone relics are numerous. 1lhe public road leeding to the head of
i o - - 1

eek cuts through & mound about one hundred yerds from the ledre of flint. on
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1 growth of & sort of wi -
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then {210y yeers since the spot wes “ed :
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rpe - Tne Focehontes. Times :
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- : An Ancient letter .
. i ! t ounty. He
PEEEREETn 1766 Andrew stitlington was living in what 18 now Pocahonvas C ~y‘ SR

dep-fether of Major ¢
t the time this 1etter

~ :: i k. He 'a' - :
aarriad Elizabath Warwick, end was the Jacob WaImes s

.pl"ﬂ'blbly living at the placo where h{arlmton ig located =
end he afi erwards

It was wrrl:ten to John stillington, in Ireland,

wsS writtan.
indrew Stillington though

came hera and is the a.nEestor of the Stillington femily.

twice marriad left no descendants.
Grien Brinc: Sepbember 25th, 1766 T
Dear Brothers - :
This comes to let you know thet I am in good health & present bless'd be God
for it hoping these will find }'0':1 end your femily in the same condition; for tho'

we have been long sbsent from each ot'her, yet neither time nor distance of pl
3 place

can remove the brotherly affection I have for you. A#s for my situation i ‘f;h
’ - S n in is

Gountyt, I live on & branch of the 1iesiesippi Waters, which in very fertil
' ertile land

put ie not yet purchased from the “Ind*&n
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e 11v1ng but hav
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miers. of }‘Ou to c
on-

- yerse tith should think myself hapuy.

Put I dere n dvi hi B
not mdvise to come Y er I3 rels
d L to this countr Yet were in Irel had
: : and amnd
c’ you have and could free it in no other way, I w SB] ‘f
a.. L] Ould blnd my
I would stay to be 80 Oppressed but you hav C
fore Y 8 no o
4 the= e (:51310!'1,

@ ursbae "D J’ y )’(i\.l pas hi ul om V&
1 " r T ¥ c 8 upon I odemption ‘t-D l enns 1
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#illisn will soon relosse you d Brothe
Brot

» and ms soon ns I
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¢ bearing of your wolfare by |
. y E

”» "-‘ patisfaction, and 1ikew : srother Willg
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Brothe
L)

iam whie
‘ which gave me
| i  Bays v child whieh

" Thoman,
: - N T nm 1 s
| more desirous to hav
B 8 our 2098 16 jou and femil Fa
Fr | Y and Bister Elizabe
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My wif
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mily and to all

r

L §

sttionate and loving brother & old
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ri1lien pelcher
na 1927
From The Pocahonigs Tiﬂee—--Sentezb+r 29, 1-el.
Dear Mr. Andrev Pricet
gveral

ps th the xilling of peker by the Indiens gt Marlinton, 1 have 8

times been to0ld by captein Joel Hill, who was & B0X

it was on 8 Sabboth morning and Richard Hill gnd Baker
o

i #ill waes in front of Baker. When Mr. Hill came +o the fence, he

put one hand on.the fence end jumped over. When Mr. Baker put his hand on the

t+he Indisn shot him through the breast. The Indian then threw his hatchet
st Hill and missed his heed. Hill lseped back over the fence. Baker sank dowm

- - ; e s :
in g fence cornér and esked Hill not o leave him. Hili ran to the house and

3

went.to get his gu T} men ! i
£ get his gun. The women hed been cleaning up and had moved the guns T
g ne I guns 1irom

.
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g ory rené out. The Tndians

yailed at camp when one shot and on

soon soattarad.
g through

s seen passin

of Indians wea
nences end

ther time 8 pand
lers took no €

At eno
put the sett

arently doing no harm,
m, and 1in the scirmi

s taken to @ glade n

app
fired on the

The Indian W&

sh one oI the warriors was

ear Arborvale, end

wounded;
Thus

seoreted until he was able to hear from the Ohio townsS.

the name Hospital Run.

Some months afterward, Thomas Galford and Samuel Gregory

; tenf +o the Indian towns, in search of the child Elizabeth
gelford who had been taken b? the Indians. The two men 1]
abcgt town, trying to trade furs with the Indians, hopi ?ngerEG
way to get inrormation about the girl. They fin;ll iy
¥y gave up

hope end stole a bs
pair of #3;3 horses, hitched them
' some distanc
e

ok 54

from town, &and !
3 . went back to wait in ambush for th ;
hey xilled iwo g
P - ans.
he three Indians and took thei
eir orname
nts
]

=hich were ke
pt Tor man
Yy years. The bracelets we
re burned
when
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and the Bridger place at the tunnel above town are names

that Jim Bridger had
pne Indian

Creok;
that we all Know. Anyway, it seems

two

{ndisn wives, not at the same time, but he married ©

soman and when she died , he married another. Ie died about

1877 -
, aged seventy~seven years. He was 8 highly respecnud

man and
looked upon as one of the heroes of his time
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CHAPTER 4

0 wt Pocahontes County hint
Pantalizing bits of evidence £ cund throughout Focal y
ant zing ©
3 i io - before the arrival of our
the presence of man in the Greenbrier region long
rlicti lepends have grisen, each with its
pioneer forebears. [iumerous conflicting 1egents =

he i ity ch i rosidents end their
own answer to the mystery of the identity of these first

¥ 1ed some investigé-

3 1 3 oy oy
fate. The presence of several mounds 1n the county nhas

, believe that the ancient Mound Builders may heve passed this way.

One mound, on the farm of Douglas kiclieill near Buckeye, yielded 11Ve sheets

¢ mica similar to specimens found in euthenticabed jiound Builder structures.

Such sheets sre believed to heve been used by the “ound Duilders as MOREY .

there ere several deposits of micaceous rock in Pocahontes end it

= Aanite nossib +hat Indi ibes O I ! 4 i .
is quite possible that Indian tribes elso may have valued the peculiar sub-
The lclleill = everal others in tl i ! 1
several others in the region, glves no evi-
semcs of excavation below the original ground leve i
below the original ground level end conteins a heap of
2 s which & be the remains of cremate di Ano
1S emated bodies. Another theory is that
s mound pev orisinally have been sod 1 i
] nell ave been & sod hut which fell i on
; which fell in upon the ashes
7 4 Pivarlane This id y A
ireplace, This idea is further substanti i 3
er substantiated by the discovery of
e A , such at ht have been cas side
reen cast aside at some prehistoric bancuet
>anguet,
" similar unds «
i3 oar the courthouse in Varlinton vie 3
ar] on yielded the skeletons of seve
Xel ns o1 seven
‘ niled to-other +hir
i Lhind t § believed either that ti
ith that they
y alter o banttle or tig ' -1 3
t e mound
Ty i bute at \ ovar 1}

r Lick reves ) .
-I.lIt__ ;__‘_
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ng weste The Warwick group
D

g uprif;ht, faci

skeleton of an adult male sittin

: r i hed to & village relics
is generally accepted as an Indian burial ground attached 0 i

of which are scattered about profusely s

That feirly large villages existed in the county at rarlinton end on

- N I 1 m—aot TAS 13 -
0ld Field Fork as well as at Clover Lick is certalne The larpgest Vas at lar

1 s 2w havlcs A
linton, judging by the number of arrowheads, PiPes, pestles, tomahawks, and

o+her instruments of the Stone Age which still are found in the vicinitye

Perhaps the most notable remnant of Indian lore to Dbe found in the county is

2y =
whne

4

amous lagic Circle on the Gibson farm on 01d Field Fork. The circle
was discovered by Williem Gibson in 1860 after he had cleared a tract of
sense laurel and alder brush. After the field had been prepared es meadow,
grasses native to the prairie states, about 132 feet in

peared, Authorities on Western Indian customs describe this circle

The

rattler formed by yellow g iepi i i
y yellow grass depicts light, the black one re-

BEI'E&ge v 'T.E;,.::‘a::-.u - L-‘ "41' act poryuravs i e
I r 5 thel t travs the 1 ide £ 2
F ¥ the ndian idea of the succession of

nizht and day.
Although there is no definit ¥
5 no definite proof that Poca! C
pPro 1 rocahonta ; Ty ev
1ontas County ever was the
o Aan _,-,1‘]._.- +rit T 44
n in tribe, traditions o s3 1
5 persist that peaceful Huron
F a 1 ‘ r ¢ 4
] area including Pocegl
ading rocehontas and that, 3 670
- and thet, in 1870, they
- o BT ¢ 4 s dB s 14
. A \ _-fll-'..‘"."""" + 4
£ llohawk warriors from Mew Yorlk ] 1
3 W lorik, who, having
F \.f"', 1 .' |_<_.:_.-,...I. n " ']
and lef't 4t uninhabited. There 3
g T g Inhere is no record
danoe {'rom fin . X
that time until the arrd
e arrival of the
‘ 1t o
n UW elavare i {
0 parties
% Iy
Pt 1 1 1ate al}
1dle uring
aring

y
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this time they hunted end fished, preserving their catch by & combination

smoking and drying process. Pocahontas vas important as & source of their

most pfioelass mineral -- flint. Miners traveled from Ohio, lichigan, and
Pennsylvania to dig for the precious £1int nodules. On the farm of Tom

Beard, on Stamping Creek near liillpoint, there are hundreds of pits where the
-

Indians plied their crude spades of horn and bone.
The Indians, like those who supplented them, found living easiest in
the open velleys along the Greenmbrier and other large streams. Only an occa=

siona) errowhead, such as might heve been lost in hunting, is found in the

ruzged, mountain areas.

In their travels into and through Pocahontes County the Xed lien chose

the essiest ways and pioneered trails which are followed to a large degree

by the modern highway system. U. S. Route 219, the arterial highway connect-

ing the heart of the county with the North end the South, generally follows

the sge-old Seneca Trail. This ancient thoroughflare, sometimes called the

Warriors' Road, extended from New York to Georgia, a distance of more th
an
i A = .
§00 miles. ther Indian paths, following the valleys of the larger str
eams

+4 t b . -
within the county, survive today in present state roads

;]’0 r d h ne - i t -
1} <] u"ltc! 8 felt 5ecure 1n hiS land Of abundmt deEl‘ '] elk. b ar 2
and other game . Under +t} 1 n Ty f 1722 11 % | 1vi
e he Alba Y Uﬂ.ty O a ]18 and L y' ng o
up n

Vestern wators" - the T
* area drained by tributaries of the Mississi
1@ I Ssippi - was
recognized as Indian ¢ )
1 torritory. Colonists were forbidden to violat
A ¥ \ | olate it.
pesasional hunter found his way through (=

the mountain
i B » >
B hoepitality. and was received with

-"’"ﬂ‘ L} » Be L t] ars soon l ”11(““3'1 tl"' L] n.il 0! the l(‘lentu—
rers ’ and th - Iln i «A1n L ﬂt.l'f! A ay er wour ‘.]oir
I -L L} i [ ll li i 1 t
ho it nne ety 11 R Tl rowainge L nvac 8 }\\] into t
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These hostilities reached into Pocahontas in August, 1755, when ju%t orie month
a;ter Braddock's defeat, Indians eppeared et the mouth of ¥napp's Creek. After
k;11135 twelve persons they retired to the West tsking eight prisoners with
them. In their raids, the Indians seldom killed able-bodied women and child-

relie« 4005 ...Bad such ones were us S‘] b: en T i I LA S Ol o]
u e L 'U.all u-l- 1 & 1
3 & t}“ﬂ err B,]le]lt vl ! ages 1 11

: -he work he 1indi women. In several
and Pennsylvania where they shared the work of the indian

0
»
1]
@

. &) o e
s orisoners were talen to the French-Canedian settlements and sold a

comestic slaves.

Yo Purther raids occurred until September of the following year when

- Iipgme AT
ans

di inveded the Greenbrier territory for four days, killing Twelve persons,

unding two, end taking thirty-five prisoners. A party of men from Rockbridge

unties overtoolk the raiders on larlin Run near tle Greenbrier River.

ine of the capti

ve women wes carrying her infant and thus was slowing the in-
yeders' retreat, In en effort to speed the escape, a warrior toolr the child
fron itz mother and deshed it to

“o death against e tree. Shortly after the

4 4 erc r y i rive ine * a3 ok & =) 4 1 1
- 5 iver one of their horses shied and threw Joseph layse,
than thirted ears old, in vtoh of ] ndi
e 1d, into a petoh of nettles. The Indians were so close-
[ ey rrTYY  S—_ AT i I 43 L
4 ¥ - W I rgustrs . Gy 1 -
i’ : hat they did not stop to retrieve the boy They
) \ Ye Th
fled A " f and Indian Draft lek td
', quickly -ml.qi::!.um‘-in;t tha rescue rarty,
o % e n f ploked T " '
i young Mnvye Beafoy . £
P Y £ Moyse. Before ro turning home the ran
Turiseqd vthe r " fant ¢ A 1
i I 18 hank of . - :
ur £ the run, using their 1

nives and
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rayse survived to
to scoop out the shellow greves The boy Joseph lays
fingers

¥ counts for
pight at Point pleasant and later cerved as & magistreto o8 e atn
4 fa

cver forty years.

m™he Indian raiders continued to their village near Chilicothe, Ohio,
i

where Mayse's mother, in company with the mother of the murdered infant and

a irs. Sloen, escaped to Detroit. From there they made their W&y, by the
direction of friendly Indians, +0 Pennsylvenie and thence home efter an ab-
sence of 15 months.

Little protection wes efforded the Greenbrier settlers at this time
beceuse they were in forbidden territory. INlone of 110 forts authorized by
the colonial government during the period 1750-70 were in this region. Fort
Dimwiddie on the Jackson River wes the nearest garrison of sufficient strength

& withstand any st - t - tnd
to withstend any strong attack. Col. Andrew Lewls, by convincing the autho-

+ % Do 5 o 3
the Greenbrier was & tributery of the James River, obtained per

to build a priv v} y G 3
private stronghold, Fort Greenbrier, on the site of the

nresent county co h i o
: vy court house in 1754. Unfortunately, Lewis, with his

i garrison
of 200 pon, joined Eraddock's ill-fated i
c's - ed campalgn agai r )
paign against the French end thus
were abaent et the Lime nf +h ]
Bt the time of the first India t
s ndian attack A
k. Apperently the 3
PI y the invaders
-y _;”,: - tact L 4 -
i he fort in their second cewvaisn. £
| | ~arpalgn, for, though it was
t 1y garrisoned at that time
Ame, records indic
3 ndicate no rani-ed 3
S0 Tthne atta Orba.llu{.j :‘(-IS:Stance
i [ * e arxt e ] 1
: IOCAdon Yihe sott]
o ers depended un 1 \
tieir f ruot . roal : ‘ upon blockhouses of
3 ATEE S .
o . 046 wWoroe ‘ it’] '
PMAYLng vary sral] w! ¢ more than S‘ul:“.{“" cubins
: N nn I t i “' ' 1] " g
' 1 - L havy Nt "y \
hrourh whioh vhe e Mase - !‘1 A8 with 10011}]01““-

' attack
Lo . oat
¢ I-I- O '-{--'-"nt
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¢ the Seneca Trail, one half-mile northwest of badrey, gnd Fort Clover

west

y 4 - ip i 3 T
13ck, situated on Cloverlick Creek aboub 300 yards from wuhe C. P« Doer nome
1l bl
rear the north fork of the creek.

During the decade following the defeat of the French, the Indians

-radually ceased their resistance %o the white invaders and lived on quite

peacesble terms with them. A thriving business in furs formed a bond of

¢
¢
b
o
&
()
1]
ot
;;J
(]
|
c.i-

he Red lien end the +treders who brought knives, axes, beads,

sloth, powder, lead, and guns from the east on pack horses.
Such asmicable ations viere b uls n i
S emicable relations were brought to an end, however, as the first
romblings of the Revolution becam ngren critisl
‘ 1 became apperent. Lritish agents worked to create
tr lesome incidents, znd the fort iy ign]
,,,,, s the forts gained new sig ] i
ts gair new significence in the struggle
sgainst the Indians, who, incited and med 3
1 X T arm B 1 Br i
ed by the British, renewed their
sbbenta wean 5o 2
acks upon the pioneer communities Th
I rmunities. The s
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Focahontus county

a5 in 1780.
iy Pocahontas
iy door. Such an incident occurred 10
14 at their door.

were le

ter of Thomas Galford, disappeered
e !

h
teen-year-old daug !
£1izabeth Gelford, fourte ¥ s had been seen in the

l;- 3

110 - } ere d te 5' 11 I‘ c te i HL J’ en‘b
G Y (i a [ti DET e l g ['e' or: w

i nd3 j are referred to,
i rch of her. What Indian tovms
to the Indian towms 1n sea

il el ..i Cat.«\)ll ure o o bel e b b b

- : ]

]

of the girl. Deing unsuccessful, they stole two very fine horses which they
hed observed in the villege and started homeward. Having traveled a short
distance they hitched the horses, crept back along the path and ambushed three

indians who had taken their trail. EHaving killed two and put the others to

One of the herses was sold to John Bird of upper Back

eex;

he other was purchased by John Harness of Staunton.

Shortly after this incident had occurred the indians opened their lest,

ainly most extensive, campaign against the Poceshontes settlements.
y=%ro warriors surprised Richard Hill end Henry Balier early one morning

aear the home of Lawrence Dyrj : i i
. " & ~avrence Urinnon on the Greenbrier River about two miles
sBove larlinton. Ei1) had just cross
1Y K ssed a fenc 3 Yo i
fence on the ay to the river where
e antended to tske o short swim 3
ko talke short swim before break
- 2alkfest As Bake
. Xer started to
veult the fonce an i

."P‘I £l -
wiian concenled 4in the dense brush shot }

L | him through the
TORETs Another then threw his tomahawl: at Hill
H » Who dodged the missj
Jeeped Latk over the fenoe, and anoapad ! 1165110.
poed Lo the Jrinnon house, The Indians
.'u!'..h ¢ Foes the fence wi L0h we } Y
A8 within aany I'lfl-’:ﬁn:,ﬁ of tha h
IPied up & reail of tie Tenve | ‘ po

’ fl'“-.""_""l t*.'-‘ nort » ; 1
ally woundea daker throut;h, and
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conl ped hime.

ave to
jcaded the house and sent 8 sl

i 4 }=, barr
Drinnon, fearing an attacl,

¥ t,.]. e Ll.- Ve s o ™ y Q b t} tw Y n en Canle f b OI"I the
1 3 -

okt me a [(l m v no ener y e Bake &nd
av ul emno nt & i

L

SULHI L y 5 - 3
:l ur e i! ni 1 =}

£he Drinnon home. ¥hen the company reached ﬁillpoint there wes SO0 de-
- » n =

vate as to whether they should take the trail through the "Notch" on Auld

~:idpa mountein or travel a longer route safer from ambuscades Two Bridger

ridge m

brothers and Nathan, a Negro boy belonging to Drinnon, left the others and

centured up the mountain trail. They had proceeded only a short distance

- Todians hidden in the thickets beside the path shot and killed the two

nrothers. Nathan hed dropped behind when he peused to tie his moccasin end
so escaped.
The Indians next attacked the home of Hugh LicIver, lkilling him and tak-

ing his wife prisoner. As they were leaving the house they met John Prior

5, with his wife end infant, was enroute to the Great Kanawha Valley. A
werrior shot Prior and, when Le did not fell, greppled with him. PFrior threw
the Indlan from Ldm end walked eway toward the settlement from which he had
Just come, 1T 1s thought that the attackers allowed him to escape in the

it 3 1 return with friends to rescue his family, thus affording
st o% ent opportunity for ambush. Prior staggered to the settlement, %told
Bie atory, end died thet evening., The fate of his wife and ¢hild has never
" ":. e -y ' Edray, Gftupled by the families of Thomas Urinnon

i, - t Lo be reala | !-',- Lhe war

party. Taking iivs. Snith
mith,
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Yrs. Drinnon and her son, they

yrinci tes
K ha - two principle rou
£ both the Tygart and the Great Kanewha - the
valleys © e 1Y

10U 1@ er e 10 v p n &te - Ee buf
v-.t'\ t}'\ |,reenbr e S d t i 1]

tier had crossed
ttlements to prey upon the Pocahontas countrys. The fron
fer se
the Ohio. -
Little more than thirty yeers before this final retreat of the Indiens,

i i i v i by wendering hunters from the
she Pocshontes region had been first discovered by wan g

+
850,

. Np: n
zerni e i st’ man
Countless legends are told concerning the jdentity of the "fir
: , A sk
o venture west of the mounteins. As has been the case in the history of our

continent, it is most probable that several adventurers had satisfied

their curiosity regarding the unexplored mountains without bothering to pre-

(2]
m
by |
]
m
ot
1]

ieir findings or broadcast the secret of such rich hunting preserves.

€.
"
(e}
o
o
b

rlin end Stephen Sewell "crossed the Allegheny range and followed a

e o & 4
BOUGTALR BT

eam through the pass north of Beaver llounteain to the mouth of

Enapps Creck on the Greenbrier River," in 1749. Although the names of these

e -

have lone h 1 53 }
wwo heve long held an honored place as pioneers of the valley, they were cer-
tainly not un

derteking a blind excursion.

3. n
knapps Creek was already lmown by
et name, and esrly scribes agree that

; o .
the pair were lured into the wilderness
by glowing sccounts of the richness ild
r 9L the richness and wild beauty of the new frontier
-
raking 1 ]

& SHBAF hotw on t)

in
7 The afc!i‘".

thar . r y 1 3
roafter called Earlin's BOttOW. they did
a Hey »
BUReYET, take the first ste
iR P in the :.L!.I].-:m'\{ ' ) i
i » U 10 !'n:-lon
L&) .
SOUR slfter Yheir arrival they disagreed

l’('k. nuvine \'! SoMme Lll - . (‘l"l..'n\.-ﬂ 1“
dowall re . V"f! ‘H‘ ! ll‘llll""

religicous bvelielrs.

tree just moross A small brook
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{rom

gnbrier Land Compainys they found

Y i 3 Gre
alley to surve for the newly ;OTlﬂﬁ'd ur
Y A

£ of which 18
v rvey and obtain & grant in his own nene for 480 acres; par
Lo survey
! thi ! i tephen
! ent site of farlinton. Sewell &gaill moved, this time going to Step
the pres i
role Run where he later beceame the victim of an Indien attack. Hearlin dis-

appeared several years later.

Yeanvhile Lieutenant'ﬁarwick, father of the prominent Jacob Warwick,

=

w
(5

1 entered the Dummore neighborhood end surveyed a large grant, part of which

wes in his own neme. After & short stay on the property Lieutenant Warwick

“

sturned to his nstive England for & visit with reletives and was never heard

from egein. His wife, E1izebeth Dunlap Werwick, end their son, Jecob, re-

the homestead for several years. lirs. marwick later married =&

neighbor by the name of Sitlington.
*he Pirst n 1 ! plish 3
The first men known to have esteblished a permanent residence in the
1i4tle Levels was John licleel nati ‘rederi C
J eel, & native of Frederick County who had gone to
she Cumberland Valley. While there, i T !
y here, in 1765, he became involved in a fight
and, believing that he had killed his
A o 4113 hi ppone ]
s opponent, fled into the mountains.
isnder wuth for several days }
AV G ays he came into the Littl
he ;1e Levels regio 3
5 gion, where
& Ea%t at - Al ICANE & ""‘I." ¥ i
1lding cabin. While nti
le hunting, one day, he came upon Charles
art & sl 1 1 i |
8 SAS0L Fannison, Whc ntl come fron
me from the Winchester settlement in search
| = se - \:‘i‘
& ATW  NOThe r !
» Wb i eved %6 learn £
n from these men +t)
! hat his supposec 3 3
. 118 supposed viectim
er L
3 t 9 ATLer helving i L 4 :
Lpang the Kinnlsons )
aons ooante thelr ho 3
sl ' r T« g ol 51"““ "
T O now ptands 3 -Iiﬂ't
i 3 olieal

aooompanied then

on thelr return to
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the east where they all obtained suppl

-’ - 8.1 es
1 3 F] } d i f

puring this visit Iie

¢ vivid example of the hardihood of the pioneer women. During the tlfe that
ver husband, together with the [innisons, wes at Point PleasaﬁF fighting
Cornstall's army, lirs. licNeel bore & child which soon died. Having no one

to aid her, she built a coffin, dug & grave, and buried the child unassisted.

I Kinni ling their
At ebout the same time that lMcNeel and the Kinnisons were founding

homes in the Little Levels, John Warwick (no close relation to the Dunmore

Warwicks) established a tomehawk right on Deer Creek a short distance east of

the mouth of North Fork. Such an operation consisted of blazing trees along

the boundaries of a projected lend claim and the building of a residence of

some sort on the property. He returned to Eastern Virginia where, with the

eid of his sons, Aundrew, John, Jr., and William, he organized a large graup of

settlers who followed him into the new territory.

The groups elready mentioned were not

alone in their Pioneering of the
oew territory. WNearly every comm

unity that now exists in the county was being

Since the middle of the century there had been an ever

sncressing streem of settlers moving into

tl
vhe valley 1 i t G
Y8 surrounding the Green-
Some moved 5n to the west hi
“est, while others, ai i
» 4iscouraged by r 5 €
-3 avages of
(S)
nd the near-starvets i
3 ot ion 1ife of the wi
] "ilderness, retyr
: s retreated +o th
1@ eas-
tern setilemonts, leve d i
. Hevertheless, driven by hope of a new 3}
. W Chance at 1ife and
esC&ps from oppression hom
- ppression at home, !‘r.'.r'"i;,' neweomers oo £ 4
8 continued 4o filter in.
B o . 14 ) ‘
Anong the earlisst’ ' thewe adv. nturers was i1
” 9 Ve step-fathep
wareick, ¥e Bivldnst imn |

of Jacob
* \Hle name wag althey RHobaort

s Or

Anarew; hist orians

L
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4 letter which he 1is

156 .‘_t.
ot themselves and each other on this point.)

contradi

1 1.() [ll‘.'.'e Wl LLEIL I.(] ll s I}rl"'t 1er 11 I I['ela[[{] [l..S a.l) Ll'.Lv neJa \...3141138
L L o1 hl‘
1 I‘C 3 O, 2
Sn_ﬂ

i 16 sought to escape:
] m which the peop
which were to be endured and those fro 1

Green Briar, September 25, 1766

This comes to let you know that I em in good heelth at present bless'd
be God for it hoping these will find you end your family in the same con=
aition; for tho' we have been long absent from each other, yet neither time
nor distance of place can remove the brotherly effection I have for you. As

or w7 situstion in this county, I live on a branch of the }Mississippi Waters,

which is very fertile lend but is not yet purchesed from the Indians. I en=-
joy & reascneble living Dut heve been long in a dengerous situetion from the

incersions of the savesges; yet through the protection of God have hitherto

wmnanta . anid had T +he Comf ot A t onve e with i
e3capte, and nad 1 the vomfort of you to converse with should think myself
= N = A 1
But I dare not sdvise n i try i
v to come to this country. Yet were I in Ireland
and had such & fandly as vou Heve evid coun i i
5 Jou nheve end covld free it in no othep way, I would
sl
oind myselfl and them before I would
3 iem 21 0r 4 uh]fl S+-".:1" s o1 T- S
¥y to be so orpressed, but you have no
- . £ s
A > 2oy ~* Jou are unable to ypav v
3 ole ] L ou s 88 0 ¥
pey your passsge, com upon redemption to
ennsylvenis and Erother Will4 i
. e srother willlam will soon ra S
001 release you, and ag soon as I have
ppLre .:.'.'.'.,' H a1 repay it him.
e comfort of her rir N
non \E ) VYOour w» i
& of yowr welfare by Brother Willi i
CAYE B cros etisfactior and 11} y ] ie s
4 ] d Lkoviine 1 heard of B
I ,'1'\11)1.\!- A i B
‘ < 0MAS .
By
¥ lenirou: 1y ] hevy VAN s
T | e r h < YU Near, X -;{‘L‘
4 . L ) y
. blintes aboth and hew ¢
I Lot and to
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o11 old friends,

Denth-“

800 were elmost ex-
ttlers in the Greenbrier territory prior to 1
The sottle

! f the
3 rere a portion O
1y of Scotch-Irish extraction. Their ancestors W
clusively

i1 of Tyromne in
.ne the defeat of O'Nel

Y ttled in Ireland following

throngs who se

1611. Upon the upheaval of Irish politicel conditions in the early part of
the eighteenth century, these people becaud the vietims of unbeereble sup-
~ression and violence. Their escape to the New World and thence %o the fron-
:ier ves inspired by e desperete longing for home and freedom of action. HMany,

their T he Atlentic, bound themselves
being unable to pey for their passage across the Atle ’

es indentured servants to the wealthier farmers and business men of the

Arericen colonies. As soon as they had served their contracted period of ser-

vitude they pushed toward the frontier to establish their ovm homes.

The few
who were able to pay their ovm wey and begin life in the colonies s free men

were locked upon as members of the gentry.

At the turn of the century there were 24 families, totaling 177 persons,
1isted in the census of Focahontas. This was admittedly en incomplete enume-

tion. Howeve ce of
retion r, since there was a constant move westward, end the final

Tedl g - 4 £ 1 =
indien raid ia 1780 hed caused a minor retreat, the figures nay be accepted
85 being spproxieately correct. The families 1is

ted as residing within con-
fines of Pocuhontas at that tinme

were those of: ; { X
Isaac Moore, Moses Zoore,

eter Lightne Harntsy Have B
Feter Lightner, Henry Harper, John oore, I'elix Grimaes
=

Waugh, Aaron

Samuel Waugh, James
wore, Villiam

oor ob Yo
'ro, Robert Yoore, Timothy MoCarty, Robert Gay
|7 4 luor 3 y :
deresish I'risl, Juoot arwick, Androw Uwin, Sanpson Nat J
Kathews osi By o
e % ’ ah =rowm,

John daxter, Levi Moors, and John

‘“'1] Lnm }uu‘-‘“.
Lredelan,

P -
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. I.B.I]sl

Thus far 1ife on the Ur

+ s 1it b vE {-he ":Cﬂle Qf the n ans A y cticallj
i {ii n"" one was pI‘B-
“a s .L i.l tle a o ’ - | . |
¥ .I' - .l “ld E _.. ns 'J-‘-b for U:le farm l'ﬂ
b tl rs b! aded furs mea t al 1 en -
i The ue e .
non t.‘.\'.lsLsnt- 2 » =] | | j J :
1 1 fa 1 t aﬂd t} ar comoditi'_,—s Which b.iley [+ Cu,.td o . g
erne S, s 3 I oune | bt" in 0]11 b' I-"a.' 1N
.'f'e 10:‘1,:. LI].[,‘ v eqte r

cres known &as
4 scres to trects of 1,000 to 2,000 =
size fron 8 few hundred &

1n - - 12 1 3
P 5 = nyen t}‘leﬁe were lﬁu bel)‘ fol eub lloldlk{aﬂn }.11 Bd IIB P oI Sl aul’,s
.;&-1-9. =L

were uxul as W lL}l y .’ P - - o wWes e ESS tO
] 11d &-ford.
aIr'e llWaAds & ah 1 1 1’ MLl Y I:’ col f t

5 e
lear rore than the owner could cere for

5 " 3 St o wew T 1d or
on his neighbors for assistance in clearing & new Iie o

Labor wes a commedity which the pioneer

sreded for the things he needed.
Horses were s luxury which few men could afford In the face of constant
theft and slaughter by Indiens. The

otmer of a cow was & fortunate man indeed.
¢ added menpower of a large family was a veluable asset. In the census of
1800 er 4 families with 13 children. The average of all those enume-
children per femily. However, death trod constantly upon

dical attention was limited to the application of herbs and

£ o3 A ' " s Y & =
~ .

ba £ +ha Tfamily . e lch i ici
v & ber of the femily or a neighboring "physician." Super-
ptition, slong with ell the litile elves and fairios of Ireland, had accom-
. s The . s % t! I nev ‘-‘ inl. ) Con Tl 18 i
; ‘ ow homes. Lontegious diseases swept away whole

familiss., VYen trudged } 8 from the Revoluvd nf ]

ovo) 1 Infeoted with dysentery and
- o A e
sl . abhiie iknp ey f the ' s gl w

' J eampa | watched in horyvor as
Shair wives and ehildren fol1 ' i Ly 1

y vus plagues swzainst whiok

et ree “arcae,

3] t!‘.c}-

with the help of his wife and older chil=-
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sical hardshkips to which the settlers were subjected

The tremendous PRY

ic 4 uggled.
were & priceless asset to the future of the lend for which they strugg

paclk to the sholter of the commnities from which they had comee Only those

wardy ones who nad poured their souls into the lend that they and their child-
ren might have a home really their own survived. Some have tried to picture
them as handsome giants with bulging muscles - @ rece of gods. They were
common people. Their hands were gnarled claws, hard as the roots they grubbed
srom their fields, end their faces were weethered brown as their harvest.'

Their strength lives in their children‘today.

%ith the nineteenth century began a new era. Until 1800 *the inherent

self-sufficiency of the people and the scattered locetions of their homes had

precluded eny division of labor which could possibly be evoided. Every man

wes his ovm blacksmith, miller, and carpenter. Each farm was a world within

itself, essentially independent of eny other. Iowever, as the community gr
¥ ew

4 " oA I‘ t 14 D
- gher rY

vho had gettled near what is now the W. G. E
hat is now the W. G. Ruckman property i
y in 1770, built a
rist =311 on Mi R i
P n 1fill Run. Peter Lightner also set up a water-powered mill
. T ' ! & |
the Huntersville district, .

Lightner is not
fhsne | notable beinr +)
) for being the forerunner of a group

- —;’ ] -..flt roi il TN Fhe ] i & o I I m 1 L 4 h m !
- 4 B Ccon UI li’.fl!.IOIl (o] thﬁ iew Ccornu 'L‘U'I.' 3 a5 p p
L | L+ ] - - e ser: an eQ (=]
ﬂ.b (4L -Ful 3 1Y A irif 8. ‘ . f l l‘h!l‘ as 1 !‘e S”o“"h_
e g Gri ! s 1 .t LIJU coun I- were as I'LUI 1‘1 ’
» . and relil we
-l’.lh sre ag 13 AV ] lﬂho )1 L :Il | |
v "‘Tﬂl’ / ol ] » WD L’.U ]IO 'l oneors

» “}‘\J were J nx meor 8 M’ld
' Iut.r. .Ip :;“. ll'i ..Lv'\.lt A0 itt | "
Wapn m, 110 i‘l(‘ mans h. t- Q
4 on 1 § n(l bl'uu l E
-w o! Ualll 'u.l.l.l ora p‘ 8. 'I' l‘ "t’ lrun‘ 11011" h -nelmd

wore wore millwed
ghts, ocobblers
» bYlacksmiths
»




Chapter 4

rage 16

dﬂrd

p °Br,
r 2 o
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Cackl Gumm, and Overholt appear prominent-
S}-deﬁstricker, Varner, Hevener, Lacxkley,
] eriods
1+ in the records of the development of this p
-y l irst towns.
h this new consolidation came the development of the fi
Wit is
: i the center of
tersville, first settled by William Sharp, quickly became
Hunte ’
ship of
commercial and social sctivities in the county. Under the sponsorship
: ] ian s
John Brsdshaw, who had gained renown among his neighbors as en Indi Py

‘ i t nt became a trading post
and 2 witness of Cormwallis' surrender, the settleme: z

- T ur { 1
for the hunters of the Greenbrier area. It was at Bradshaw's home that they

traded furs, meat, and ginseng for living necessities brought by peddlers from

the east,

John Harness of Staunton was one of the most prominent of these pioneer

merchants. Using pack horses he brought cloth, salt, firearms, eand household
and ferming implements over the narrow trails of the

4lleghenies. Gradual 1y

vere established to take advantage of the opportunities pre-

grall businesses

sented by the ever increasing throngs coming to the village to trade.

smith shops were opened to supply

Black-

the new demand for building hardware and
ferm tols. Tenneries made Possible the local production of leather goods,
Such gun smiths as Evick and dathen Burpess pr
sided in the

dduced rifles which not only
pre tec

tion of the frontier but

survived the rigorous service of
the Ner bLetweon Lhe

States,

Dunmore, on the nite of the early Vinrwiok

?m'ln_linl-;n; Edray,
Tiite Vaore for the

walled Edre

namod by )»s,
of Dible fame lill'lra!-m'n,

tamed fop Rlohard
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W ants Lastle;" and
indians as the Muhite Man's V& :

Hill whose spacious home awed the

! { the various neigh~
other communities took form &s the residents ©
numcraua

borhoods drew together for companionship and mutuel aid. |

‘ U ; brier came to t hink of them-
vore and more the people of the Upper ureen

solves as & united group having common aims and ideals, apart from the com-

wunities of Franklin, Severly end Lewlsburg, which were the nearest seats of

sustice. Their situation was recognized in March, 1821, when the General

Assembly of Virginia passed "an Act to provide for the formation of a new

county out of parts of Bath, Fendleton and Rendolph." The bill defined the

boundaries of the new county giving it an approximate area of 760 square

miles. A change in the southern boundary in 18624 increased its area to the

wrasent 904 square niles.

Two names, Allegheny and Pocahontas, had been

selected for this and another county which was being formed east of the moun-

tairns.

Throuzh a clericel error the names were reversed, thus the county

7ing etop the Alleghenies received the name of the historical Indien princess.

Improved roads end transportation fostered by the newly formed county

goveriment facilitated the entry of still more settlers. In addition to the

rish, English and German groups, which were still grow

i Ilg, new b}u"ongs
of Irish, Proncl nd Dutch nirre intc h
e rish, ench and Dutch MLE 2 ted into the county. T.G last nemed wer
1 e a
v{‘-]; ,,' the 300 who had 1l};t *,_‘10 l"f"

therlands in protest at

the Duteh Heform Church. About 100 of

the formation of

t]l. ]I'_ L)l]( llndﬁ 118 1 ad hip f t}‘
L) : ] 10 X t‘ 3 e aers 0 -]
H1114as SGekie hor rect L:] lr & - L Illl""
= " nre Lol e d | nrino i [‘J clhing d n Lk on ‘h“ ‘i
v r I . ams
;--‘.1‘ (e ] 1".'“

River from Paul
hls congmunt Ly

v KDOYWND a8 the Dutoh

Hottom “';‘-'ttolﬁi“:‘,ﬂ“t. was
1 ropared for 4 o .
PSRy e @ leborious farn 1ife of the untamed t
maded countyy, Ace -
tomed %o the snourity of tvhe Aitah oltien ¢ - aid
: e :“'”l"' aoon baeow:

W \..il'l..‘-.“lr‘.‘—.d.l.
“r
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1lost of the people either

During the winter of 1858 the company disbanded.

ie 113 remained
returned to the East or went on to the new frontlier. A few families re

o i 1 re the Stultings,
+5 share the future of Focahontas . Prominent emong these Wwe g
B ttled near the Englisk settlement of Hills-
.randparents of Pearl Buck, who settled n g
-4 - = 2 e - 3
;5. and the Van Reenans, whose progeny live in Edray District today.
The westward movement lured many of the county's residents to new lands.
ome went to Ohio end Indiana. So many licNeels, Beards, Callisons, Poages,
7i1ls, Geys, Bridgers and Clunens from the Little Levels vicinity live in one
vissouri county that it is often called "Little Virginia." During the years

+ 16

from 0 1660 the exodus so nearly equalled influx of new settlers that

ol

% ~aniilotd 3 » 1
the population increased only 1,036 persons over the total of 2,922 listed in

Those who remained in the Greenbrier Valley enjoyved - '
brier Valley enjoyed the most prosperous
"4 they had ever lmown. Study of nu i
X OWY umerous w i hi
y § wills probated during this era re-
veals at Tthe residents hsd accu S
ts ha cumulated comparativ
m ely A i
P 1y large fortunes in live-
stock and cash. The blue grass vastu f
grea pastures of the county
1Ty produced horses !
and
a bt . ah fo 1
-a L% Which found a ready market in +)
J markev in the eastern trad;
aStern trading centers S
nters. 3laves hac
= the larger establis} -
& \rger establishm it i
isnments. ‘..ealthler’ members of" +}
¥ m che community
' | J 85 eight 0 ten lles .
K r el eEro 31(11.'"3:: valivad at = -
A4 WCW 8 _.).-‘:‘-\_ ‘:‘:
vl , ’ erenaing on the n ge } ]
39, Physicel conditi
=LAl tlon and disposi+s
Ry L, T \nd disposition of the
ve8 were well treated. Nany wey
ALY w e sat v 3
falithful service, J ) ot free in reward for
: 9 aly nomm a
3 N i
Ul Bon "
T e r, 0 ] r ¥ i N k‘.“'i:l"i :"'\' Jacol
enly his froecdom Lt . 3
% tUR amall plot of
L O Ave for e rent 3 s i T
£ hie days, The rloine o - viilch
ovVeEd | ed vere r i nQlpation 3
L oen : ! . . .. 0
S48 Of TRED S p i &

[ =3
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ir i ritances.
laves jncluded in their inhe
aocept the S

g
 « OAl - B.S A0

y ; 18 » o}
Of 4124 1 s

ates
War between the ot Se

] -jon of the village
the pride of the county. The populatb
The Rescuers were U

-
t‘a. neu uvd 4 ¥ - -
< - - ‘s -

, we learn that
the journal of William Skeen, lieutenant of the company
From the

the little ermy

- aeay

stopped at the Elk River that night and were feted Py the

H 1. Hogsett
Yiilliam Gibsons, the Hannahs, end I. xI. Hog .

(S

So they pregressed, pausing
3 ight overtook them and partaking of the hospitality of the countryside
where nigl c00k )

2 ] n N
til their edvance became known es the "Tin Cup Campaign. The men were
‘.1:‘;-;- Vill o

provided with %in cups, supplied their own firearms, and lived off the coun-

try. The whole cempaign, lasting several weeks, cost the county $68.68.
.J. - ba - 1

ceptain D. A. Stofer commanded the outfit,

Under him were Lieutenant
Skeen, Sergeent D, 1, Slaker, and fusicians Walter Roby

and William E

-—
grvine.

The body, which was to engage in the first of the sco

res of operations
devastated the region,

included sons of the Pione

ering families of the
county. Its muster roll named: James Akers, Andrew C. Alderman, Timoleen
L.ﬂ&:ﬁ ’

“everly Eoon, George Burr, Frederick Burr, Vim. H.

Carpenter, Yustoe
Corbett, %n, Cole, George Canh, Lontgomery I'riel, Petor Grimes, Cyrus Garmon,
Jehn Granfield, Lathias riffAn, Amon 10lmiok, Charles
Bogeett, lasag b, I a8, llobt, A, Hannah, Jog

B, Eit'rt‘ld, ?l.:‘lo R.

eph Hannah, Vi,
Basd 1ton, Joseph

:-‘-"J:h)n, Adar
| "

+ ¢ ¥ohnaon, -?uun]ah D. .]“'-‘I_u.]' Asos l'.','u:m. WL !,oriarty
V- B

-
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i s 5 i Yim. L. Pyles, John
YelLaughlin, Micheal lioore, Sylvester liitchell, ¥

James He

Pyles, John . Pence, James Swadley, Lewis Smith, Cain IH. Sivey, William

S1avens, Lantz Sechert, James Shannon, Yarti Sharp, Daniel Varnen liichael

whollihan, Fatric Whollihen, Levi Waugh, Charles VWeaver, and Robert Weaver.
After the company's return from the rout &b Fhilippi it wes reorgenized

- ‘rl". 3 .
as Coppany I, 25th Virginia Infantry. Added to the roll were: First Lieut

- e

J. Fuch McLaughlin, Daniel Arbogast, Williem Burr, Peter L. Cleek, Charles

Bagon, Williem Gammon, Patric loher, J. W. Mathews, Wichael Shannon, C. A.

2 v n =
Simmons, B. I

'ranklin Shrader, George Viare, Bugene Ware, William Ware, and

Benjemin Ware.

As such the group fought et licDowell, Winchester, Cross Keys, Port
, Richmond, Slaughter liountain, Second Manassas, Bristow Station,

o satese R dayriels S Win 3 I

-.arpsburl,.reacl¢clsburg, oecond Winchester, hettysburb, ¥Mine Run, and
- — e F

i1farrase 1 1e Tii tle e

\ilderness. In the Wilderness battle the entire 25th was captured

i +
—p =

Company

n iy a n 3

reduced to 17 men was taken to Point Lookout, liaryland, end thence wa
s e was

transferred to Elmire, New York. Six more died

in the wretched priscons, and
]
A , P P T + 4
. &l avyn €n came home as survivors of P hontes' Com I
PYocahontes Lo:pany .
Tho v ant 4 4 " i
gh ’ire stete suffered ¢ e 2 r ffer
sull remendously be i
Y because of its buffe
position betows the NMorth and th

‘¢ South it is probable that Focahontas w

as
extont than sar 0
1t t any other 7 of e batt
N, ey art {
o I the b t 51
; | | | 1 e are
gt larentatle B tl { .
al) r ne fact that onlvy y ]
1ly a ;u!nt;wklgr:nmxll part of +}
2 | ' | 2 | Are e actus)
ne rd¢ ‘Illl' ") L v )
1 | wrOLEE O the two Armnlies, Thr k e
oL £ the . . - 4i*Ouprh th
" (<]
‘ UGAANE Trontiors of feeld
helred oach " " i R -
‘ = ) - ) S wWiho had
1y Jin oW o ity iV
..L:|' .‘A\,--__j..i i . |
o e e dnuses., ' ‘l‘l“l X
' yei,

rany e £ Support
i '“!"‘].‘V wns hy kean 1)
) .1 U PE

ltaelf, ana




B S y

Pocaliontas County
Clapter 4

reage 21

the sons went off to join opposing forcess
] i rsid
Countless bands of irregular guerilles terrorized the countryside,

1ooting, burning, and murdering in the name of the forces to which they

n-;.‘
et =

ed their doubtful allegiences Januery, 162, was & month of etrocities.
~cb took a Negro slave belonging to John W. Warwick from the Huntersville
ail and hanged him. The Hev. Henry Arbogast and Eli Buzzard, both hermless
civilians, were teken from their homes and shot to death on the way to an

ed "triel" as spies.

?imothy Aldermen of Douthard's Creek wes telren from his home and killed

n th b { +h 1de - 104 S 3
in the woods neer the bridge at Ilinnehaha Springs by a party of neighbors
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posin = as Confederate soldiers. It was three veeks before a resident of the
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) tinued his
ietachments of Confederates and capturad some supplies: c i

) 2 3 1f-starved
gorays and did not return o Pocahontas until December, when his L

troops burst across the Little Levels in the retrest that culminated in the
gattle of Droop Kounﬁain.' The plight of the plue-clad troops, long in & hos=-
tile and barren country, was pitiful. In one instance & soldier was shot by
wis officer when he refused to return & piece of bacon to the irate housewife
srom whon he had stolen it. Another group ate what little food they could
£3nd in one home and then devoured the contents of & swill barrel which the
osmer had hoarded to feed his hogs.

The youthful Averill finelly succeeded in getting his little ermy safe

over the icy roads to Beverly. The achievement of driving deep intc enemy
territory with

2,500 men end tearing up a railroad, destroying 200,000 bushels

& in h
of grain end other stores was no smell accomplishment. Then to escape from
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d by gun fire
Buntersville and other points thiroughout the county Were o

F r R 4 end desolate coun
as the war surged back and forth. Teace 5&W g tattere

cide in the stead of the prosperous ferm country which had flourished a few
vesrs before. Huntersville was & blackened skeleton. The roads had been
.04 by rein end cut by heavy ertillery wheels for five years without re-
~air. Here end there they had been blocked by mountainous barricades of

irees as each army sought %o impede the movement of the othere.

yen came back to find their fields overgrown and their livestock long

]
2 Js
=]
L]
L]

gone. Resolutely they set to work %o rebuild. ilany had seen their

mowers, reapers, kerosene lights end other inovations during the cam-

peigns through sirenge parts of the country. As quickly as they could they
..... nge for their ovm ferms. The sickle and the tallow candle

They had
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’\"':Orm'-'.ﬂnt in 1870.

; Record crops

I8 1 i “H‘l'f ), u ces W b llbl
(%3 ' ad PSS

~ ) nn d the ! re. £ {1 OnS
a Do W !3- 1 ht ag
N rorn were
.~ r N} -od C | .
v o - ! 1.... i Onal 1!16.\15 .
brou I ."l t)le d 5 0 }"e new y awel enea na
oY Ign 42 o ue t; £ '1; el I 3al ‘b} 'I:r 1es }: ro

vilGla 18I ¥as letﬂ.e.led n EUC ]'.Ontﬂs no (o] er VEaes

-knit natione.
7l new state and a stronger, more close
was part of a growing :

wlano c L 3 t } <+ c'] th t -b 1 1
Y - - -
d f
s iace S v‘i B eI Pu o] S

~oezs of the busy turnpike and its famous tavern have caught the colorful
spirit of the day.
JED HAYE

"The Gevley meil was overdue
Wihen Jed who was to drive it through
Cheat liountain Pass to Staunton Run
Got special word from Washington
In which a postal clerk inguired
Why lir. Kene who hed been hired
To drive the course at post haste rate
Vias not in yet, though three months late.
"%ndL?ow on a hig%-g}aze-mar?!e wall
i? uheqposbil'unzlfzng ues Kane's serawl
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as songs were sunge

"The fire roared loud
The cider keg popped out its bung -

And flowed elong the strea? of ?it,

Wild pheesant roassted on the Spits;

Aid tgll the crossroads streek with davm

And four strenge men must travel on,

L long-jawed goffer, Ienry Clay,

A dark outlender, "French" Crozet,

Windy Williams who drove for hire

4ind Jed who carried the Staunton meils

Warmed their shins by the landlord's fire, .
Swigzed their cider and swapped their talese

Despite the improved transportation and better contact with the outer
country Focehontas has changed 1little in its population cherecteristics since
1860. The people are nearly all descendents of the original, HNordic races
settled. Indusiry and exploitation of natural resources have been
y the lack of heavy transport. Uonsequently their attendant con-

cheap labor end mixed races did not penetrate the county's
mountein barriers,
ihe visitor is impressed with the serenity of

focehontas ang 3
its peo
They heve ac : ple.

The ted
y cepted such new comforts of the technological age as ti 1
- hey likéd
end have retained thos
those of the old days if they better suited t}
They make thelir c i

good livestock, ang live in ¢
| o
tious homes. Far-i:

- o 1
ing, t.:roui;

: Lortable, Unpretes
0 applicati .
Prlication of modern Procedure 3}
¥ o How ] el i e ) i
BUF % work and agriculturs) Gchools, hug e
8, ha £ ow 11 hideta
Erovm beyond +)
4 anea UG The concents
Fitnesr farser. %Viell sducated bugy e i
ness and 'es
¢ Professiong)

wles . . nen 1 -
replaced their untutored Poedbiatue®. 3 } and women have
i« any h b
W nve =oy
; 6Ye Oy .
ARG a8 JeClintie, Gatewood . it s % to tieke suo) e
mood, Herold ; : =24 County
> o W0d sount loss ot} o t}
~ 4 ’ & AL’ g P aead
”.u e and ‘JJDL..I‘]:; al e ira L veviinent 4
¢ the slate, R the



